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Honoring a jazz legend with Winchester roots
The Shenandoah Conservatory Jazz Ensemble, in partnership 

with the NAACP of Winchester and Old Town Winchester, 
organized the John Kirby Day Celebration on April 13 to honor 
the contributions of Winchester-born jazz musician John Kirby. 

Full Story B5

Tara Helsley

By ONOFRIO CASTIGLIA 
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — The state Senate has re-
jected Gov. Ralph Northam’s amendments to 
a bill that would allow small business groups 
to offer health insurance plans to their mem-
bers.

Senate Bill 1689 and House Bill 2443 
would allow 501(c)(6) organizations, such 
as regional Chambers of Commerce or Re-
altor associations, to offer health insurance 
plans to their membership, providing the 
organizations have been in existence for at 
least 10 years and have at least five members.

The legislation would allow small employ-
ers to use collective bargaining power to ac-
cess healthcare coverage on terms similar to 
larger companies. It was supported by groups 
like the Virginia Chamber of Commerce and 
Virginia Realtors.

Del. Dave LaRock, R-Hamilton, Del. Chris 

Senate rejects 
insurance bill 
amendments

By BRIAN BREHM
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — The countdown to The 
Bloom began in earnest at 3:30 a.m. Fri-
day when the first customer showed up 
outside the 92nd Shenandoah Apple Blos-
som Festival‘s new Official Souvenir and 
Ticket Outlet.

By the time the store had its grand 
opening at 10 a.m., the line that had 
started with the woman who was 
seeking tickets to the May 3 
Prayer Brunch presented 
by Knouse Foods/Mussle-
man’s had grown to about 
50 yards long.

“We sold out of Prayer 
Brunch tickets in less than 
an hour,” said store Co-chair 
Barbara Nichols, one of sev-
eral volunteers that turned out 
Friday to staff the store at 1849 S. 
Pleasant Valley Road, located in a strip 
mall between Jersey Mike’s sub shop and 
Mattress Warehouse of Winchester.

Long lines are a tradition on the store’s 
opening day as people eager to attend the 
festival’s most popular ticketed events, 
such as the Prayer Brunch and the Part-
low Insurance Sports Celebrity Break-
fast, show up early to reserve a seat.

As of late Friday morning, the Prayer 
Brunch was the only event that had sold 
out, but Nichols said VIP tickets for the 
May 3 Highway Motors-International 
Stag Luncheon were in short supply.

Ticket sales were brisk, festival Pres-
ident Barry Carper said, despite the fact 
that no major celebrities have yet been 
announced for this year’s event sched-
uled for April 26 through May 5.

“I suspect we’ll be announcing celebri-
ties soon, and that will bring crowds 

back into the store again,” 
Carper said.

The festival’s Of ficial 
Souvenir and Ticket Out-
let is a pop-up store that op-
erates for about a month 
each year and rarely uses 
the same location twice. 

Last year’s store was at 2218 
Wilson Blvd., and the one be-

fore that was at 212 E. Cork St.
This year’s location is at the busy 

intersection of South Pleasant Valley 
Road and Featherbed Lane, but Nichols 
said customers shouldn’t have any trou-
ble getting into or out of the parking lot.

“I don’t think it would be any worse 
than Best Buy,” which is directly across 

Business brisk on Apple Blossom Festival store’s first day

BRIAN BREHM/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Barbara Nichols, co-chair of the Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival’s Official Souvenir and Ticket 
Outlet, stands inside the pop-up business at 1849 S. Pleasant Valley Road on its first day of busi-
ness Friday. A line of people seeking tickets to festival events started forming outside the store at 
3:30 a.m.

By ONOFRIO CASTIGLIA 
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — Tara Helsley, who 
works as an administrative assistant 
in the office of the city Common-
wealth’s Attorney, has announced 
her campaign to run for Winchester 
Circuit Court Clerk.

Helsley is seeking the Republican 
nomination and is the second person 
to run for the office.

“Our next clerk must not only be 
competent, but also able to connect 

with people,” Helsley said to a crowd 
at the Shenandoah Valley Civil War 
Museum on Friday. “Customer ser-
vice can be improved.”

Helsley, 42, has worked for the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney office for 
17 years. She said her experience in 
administration there translates well 
to the responsibilities of the clerk.

“There’s so many things that I do 
that can be carried over to the clerk’s 
office,” Helsley said in an interview 
on Friday, citing things like data en-
try, filing motions and digital organi-

zation. “My job is to make sure the 
attorneys are prepared when they 
walk into court.”

Matt Occhuizzo, assistant com-
monwealth’s attorney, told the crowd 
that Helsley’s job requires her to pay 
close and constant attention to an im-
mense amount of information under 
tight and often “arbitrary” deadlines. 
If she doesn’t do her job well, court 
cases can be tossed out.

“I always marvel at her ability 
to manage all of these things,” Oc-
chuizzo said. “If certain documents 

aren’t filed... a victim of a crime
doesn’t see justice.”

Helsley is active with the city Re-
publican committee, but said that the 
clerk’s job is nonpartisan.

She was endorsed by Republican 
city sheriff Les Taylor on Friday.

“She’s a wonderful person,” Tay-
lor said. “I am very proud and very
honored to support Tara.”

Helsley said her husband, John,
has been after her to run for office 

Helsley enters race for city court clerk

By EVAN GOODENOW
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — A visiting judge on Friday 
in Winchester Circuit Court rejected a plea 
bargain that would have allowed a mother 
accused of leaving her baby in a van on an 
88-degree day to avoid jail.

“This was a very serious case of child 
neglect,” Judge Clark Andrew Ritchie told 
Keith Buzby, an assistant commonwealth’s 
attorney, and defense attorney William M. 
Mann. “I’m not comfortable accepting the 
agreement (but) you can go to another 
judge.”

Ritchie, who usually presides in Rock-
ingham County, was substituting for Judge 
N. Randolph Bryant, who was sick. The 
agreement called for a deferred disposition 

Case unresolved 
of baby left  
in a hot van 

See Helsley, Page A8
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By ANNA MEROD
The Winchester Star

STEPHENS CITY — Five teams from the area high 
schools competed Friday to build the best two-
drawer shoe cabinet at Sherando High School for 
the fifth annual Widget Cup.

The host team, Sherando, took home the cup.
Students built the drawers for Winchester Lit-

tle Theatre to store costume shoes. Students en-
rolled in Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
classes at Handley, Sherando, Millbrook, Clarke 
and James Wood high schools participated in 
the design-build competition from noon to 6 p.m. 
Friday. Students had three hours to complete as 
much as they could, and will finish the rest of their 
work in their respective classes.

The drawers must be 24 inches deep, 24 inches 
tall and 42 inches wide.

Last year, Clarke County High School won the 
Widget Cup at its first time participating in the 
competition. The previous challenge required 

Sherando takes home Widget Cup

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

James Nelson of the Millbrook Pioneer Pride Widget Cup team uses a power saw to 
cut lumber during the 5th annual Widget Cup Friday at Sherando High School.

JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Members of the Warriors Widget Cup team from Sherando High School plan how to build a two-drawer module to store shoes.

See Widget, Page A9
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353 Arkton Rd., Broadway / Take I-81 to Exit 257 
go Rt. 11 North, go 1 mile & turn right on Arkton Rd. 

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Sat. 9-6 • Sun. 12-6 / (540) 896-5536

Kim’s
Greenhouse

We’re Well Wor th The Trip!

Now Open For Spring!

Come Stroll Through Over An Acre of Greenhouses

Largest 
Selection 

In The 
Valley

Plants 
Grown 
On Site

NO CLOROX
IN CLEAR BROOK

ATTENTION 
Clear Brook, Brucetown & 

Stephenson Residents!
You are needed to attend again on
Wednesday night, April 10, 2019

107 NORTH KENT STREET
County Office Building in the Board meeting room

Arrive at 6:45 PM & sign up to speak.
The meeting starts at 7:00 PM

Follow us on Facebook at NoCloroxinClearBrookVirginia

April 20, 2019540-450-8090
1700 S. Loudoun St. • Winchester, VA

• Primary Care
• Urgent Care
• Surgery

Marcelo Melivilu, D.V.M., M.S.
Lesley Swisher, D.V.M.

Hours: M,W,F 8-6pm • T, Th 8-7pm • Closed daily for lunch from 1-2pm

Like us on       or visit meadowbranchanimalhospital.com

NOW OPEN!

for Taylor Danielle Ar-
guetta, the boy’s mother. 
A charge of felony cru-
elty to a child would have 
been amended in a year to 
a misdemeanor charge of 
contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor and Ar-
guetta would’ve received 
a one-year suspended sen-
tence. The agreement was 
contingent on the 28-year-
old Arguetta — who has no 
criminal history — main-
taining good behavior and 
per forming 50 hours of 
community service.

On Ju ly  17 ,  po l ice 
said driver Tif fany Baird 
parked beside Arguetta’s 
van in the parking lot of the 
Ross Dress for Less store 
at 2460 S. Pleasant Val-
ley Road about 2:35 p.m. 
She heard a baby crying 
inside the van and saw an 
11-month-old boy in the 
driver’s side back seat, ac-
cording to a criminal com-
plaint written by police Of-
ficer Nathan J. Morris.

The temperature in 
Winchester at the time was 
88 degrees, according to 
the National Weather Ser-
vice. The temperature in-
side a vehicle with the win-
dows rolled up or cracked 
for 10 minutes is about 109 
degrees on a 90-degree 
day, according to noheat-
stroke.org, a website that 
tracks the deaths of chil-
dren left in hot cars. Police 
said the baby was in the 
van for at least 10 minutes.

Baird  removed the 
baby from the unlocked 
van. Morris said the child, 
who survived the incident 
with no long-term damage, 
was sweating profusely 
and vomiting. Buzby told 

Ritchie that Morris ques-
tioned Arguetta in the 
store and asked her if she 
had forgotten anything in 
the van.

“Of ficer Mor ris ob-
ser ved the defendant 
laugh and say, ‘Oh, I did 
forget,’” Buzby said. “The 
defendant did state that 
she was taking medica-
tion that made it difficult 
for her to remember.”

Buzby and Mann told 
Ritchie that since the in-
cident, Arguetta, a Win-
chester  r es ident  and 
mother of four, has stopped 
taking the medication that 
caused the memory loss. 
They said the Department 
of Social Services returned 
the baby to her and she 
has participated in the de-
partment’s parenting pro-
gram.

“She’s done everything 
she’s supposed to do,” 
Mann said. “This has been 
a learning experience.”

A f te r  the  hear in g , 
Buzby and Mann said 
they would re-introduce 
the agreement at Arguet-
ta’s next court appearance 
at 9 a.m. on April 16.

— Contact Evan Goodenow at 
egoodenow@winchesterstar.com

Baby
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Taylor Arguetta

students to build a func-
tional gate for the Museum 
of the Shenandoah Valley. 
CCHS senior Sophia DiLan-
dro, 18, said she was deter-
mined to take back the cup 

for a second year in a row.
For Friday’s competi-

tion, Clarke County High 
School students designed 
a box with a pullout drawer 
with dividers already set 
inside of them. The team’s 
game plan was to cut out 

all the pieces for the box, 
make the box, then to cre-
ate a deeper bottom drawer 
and a shallower top drawer 
to fit the dividers. Most of 
the drawer is made of wood 
except for the metal sliders.

Cooperation and team-
work helped his team win, 
said Dillon Hunter, 17, a 
junior at Sherando. It also 
helped that everyone on the 
team was familiar with one 
another, he added.

One thing that  a lso 
helped Sherando win, Dil-
lon said, was the open de-
sign of the shelves, while 
some other teams had di-
viders.

This is Dillon’s first Wid-
get Cup. He said he hopes 
to pursue carpentr y as a 

profession because it’s a dy-
ing trade and he’s confident
that he’s good at the skill.

Another Sherando team
member, 18-year-old senior
Megan Grose, said it helped
that the team had its “lucky
pliers.” This year’s widget 
was a little simpler, she 
said, since there was little 
to no welding involved and 
was mostly woodworking. 
Megan has participated in
multiple Widget Cups now.

“This one definitely feels 
the best because I think 
that we definitely are re-
ally proud of our product,” 
she said.

Megan will be headed to 
Virginia Tech’s College of
Engineering after she grad-
uates high school.

The biggest challenge 
for Talen May, an 18-year-
old senior at Millbrook,
was the design portion of
the competition.

“If you draw it wrong and 
then go build it, it messes 
you up,” Talen said.

The parameters of the 
widget project can limit cre-
ativity, Talen said, but it’s 
also easier to work when 
there are provided dimen-
sions. Participating in the 
Widget Cup can also help
build great life skills that 
include collaboration, de-
signing and presenting a
project, he said.

— Contact Anna Merod at 
amerod@winchesterstar.com
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JEFF TAYLOR/THE WINCHESTER STAR

Clarke County High School senior Andrew Somma and junior Katie Crandall work together to build two-drawer modules for 
shoe storage during the 5th annual Widget Cup Friday at Sherando High School. Eight-person teams of career and technical 
education students from high schools in Winchester, Frederick and Clarke Counties were given parameters for the shoe boxes. 
The students then had to design, build and present the boxes in a six-hour time limit. In the background is Nick Pool, a senior.


